
RUL-6



RUL-6



Excerpt 

Prof. A.D. Keilin 

SOVIET MARITIME LAW 

<…> 

State publishing house 
of water transport 
Moscow – 1954 

[91] 

Chapter IV 

LEGAL REGIME OF MERCHANT NAVIGATION 

(continued) 

1. Internal waters and ports. 2. Regime of merchant seaports.
3. Procedure for investigating accidents at sea. 4. Criminal and civil
jurisdiction in merchant seaports. 5. Regime of international rivers.

§ 1. INTERNAL WATERS AND PORTS

The internal waters include not only internal waterways, such as rivers, 
channels, lakes, situated within the territory of the State, but also the seas that are 
surrounded on all sides by the land constituting the territory of a single State (such 
as the Aral Sea in the USSR). Besides that, the internal waters also include such seas 
that, though being connected by straits with other seas or oceans, have all the coasts 
constituting the territory of one State (such as the Sea of Azov, the White Sea). The 
internal waters also include seaports, outer and inner harbours, as well as gulfs and 
bays the coasts of which belong to a single State.1  

<…> 

1 A widespread opinion that the internal waters include only those bays, the breadth of entrance to which does not 
exceed 10 nautical miles, was not supported by the 1951 Judgment of the International Court of Justice in the 
dispute between the UK and Norway (…), which indicated that there was no such rule of international law. 
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